

ADOPTED 5/8/18

Introduced by Council President Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Morgan, Anderson, Dennis, K. Brown and Wilson: 
RESOLUTION 2018-277-A
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE MONTH OF MAY 2018 AS ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE MONTH IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the greatness of our nation stems primarily from the rich diversity of its people, and immigrants from all over the world, including those from Asia and Pacific islands, have flocked to our shores seeking economic and political opportunities associated with the American dream, and have brought with them a vibrant array of cultures and traditions that enrich the heart and spirit of America; and

WHEREAS,
early in our nation’s history, Asian and Pacific Islanders came to build transcontinental railroads and settlements, and to harvest the abundant bounty of our forests, oceans and rivers; and 

WHEREAS, many Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and their descendants have joined and served with bravery and distinction in the U.S. military and fought for others’ freedom, and they continue to be an important component of our armed forces; and
WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have contributed significantly to the intellectual revolution in this country, and many are in the forefront of scientific advancement and information technology, and greatly contribute to the exponential growth of these fields in the United States; and

WHEREAS,
according to United States Census Bureau data, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders represent the fastest growing ethnic group in the United States at 20.7 percent growth between 2012 and 2016; and

WHEREAS,
United States Census Bureau data indicates that Duval County ranks third highest among Florida’s 67 counties as home to the most Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; and 
WHEREAS,
many individuals of Asian American and Pacific Islander descent are model citizens of this City, raising their families in accordance with their respective faiths and the principles of good citizenship, and they contribute to the economic, political, intellectual and cultural diversity of our City and nation; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby declare the month of May 2018 as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month in Jacksonville and encourages all residents to learn more about the heritage of Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander descent and to recognize the vital role that these citizens play in the civic, cultural and political life in Jacksonville and throughout the country.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
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